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SEC. 99-19-71. Expunction of misdemeanor conviction of first offender upon 
petition.  

(1)  Any person who has been convicted of a misdemeanor * * *, excluding a conviction 
for a traffic violation, and who is a first offender, may petition the justice, county, circuit 
or municipal court, as may be applicable, for an order to expunge any such conviction 
from all public records.  Upon entering such order, a nonpublic record thereof shall be 
retained by the court and by the Mississippi Criminal Information Center solely for the 
purpose of * * * determining whether, * * * in subsequent proceedings, such person is a 
first offender.  The effect of such order shall be to restore such person, in the 
contemplation of the law, to the status he occupied before such arrest.  No person as to 
whom such order has been entered shall be held thereafter under any provision of law to 
be guilty of perjury or to have otherwise given a false statement by reason of his failure 
to recite or acknowledge such arrest or conviction in response to any inquiry made of him 
for any purpose, except for the purpose of determining in any subsequent proceedings 
under this section, whether such person is a first offender.  

(2)  Upon petition therefor, a justice, county, circuit or municipal court shall expunge the 
record of any case in which an arrest was made, the person arrested was released and the 
case was dismissed or the charges were dropped or there was no disposition of such case.  

SOURCES: Laws, 1986, ch. 412; 1987, ch. 380, Sec. 2, eff from and after July 1, 1987. 
Laws, 1996, ch. 454, Sec. 5; Laws, 2003, ch. 557, § 4, SB 2306, eff from and after 
passage (approved Apr. 24, 2003).  

 

SEC. 21-23-7. Powers and duties of municipal judge; mayor serving as municipal 
judge.  

(1) The municipal judge shall hold court in a public building designated by the governing 
authorities of the municipality and may hold court every day except Sundays and legal 
holidays if the business of the municipality so requires; provided, however, the municipal 
judge may hold court outside the boundaries of the municipality but not more than within 
a sixty-mile radius of the municipality to handle preliminary matters and criminal matters 
such as initial appearances and felony preliminary hearings. The municipal judge shall 
have the jurisdiction to hear and determine, without a jury and without a record of the 
testimony, all cases charging violations of the municipal ordinances and state 
misdemeanor laws made offenses against the municipality and to punish offenders 
therefor as may be prescribed by law. All criminal proceedings shall be brought by sworn 
complaint filed in the municipal court. Such complaint shall state the essential elements 
of the offense charged and the statute or ordinance relied upon. Such complaint shall not 
be required to conclude with a general averment that the offense is against the peace and 



dignity of the state or in violation of the ordinances of the municipality. He may sit as a 
committing court in all felonies committed within the municipality, and he shall have the 
power to bind over the accused to the grand jury or to appear before the proper court 
having jurisdiction to try the same, and to set the amount of bail or refuse bail and 
commit the accused to jail in cases not bailable. The municipal judge is a conservator of 
the peace within his municipality. He may conduct preliminary hearings in all violations 
of the criminal laws of this state occurring within the municipality, and any person 
arrested for a violation of law within the municipality may be brought before him for 
initial appearance.  

(2) In the discretion of the court, where the objects of justice would be more likely met, 
as an alternative to imposition or payment of fine and/or incarceration, the municipal 
judge shall have the power to sentence convicted offenders to work on a public service 
project where the court has established such a program of public service by written 
guidelines filed with the clerk for public record. Such programs shall provide for 
reasonable supervision of the offender and the work shall be commensurate with the fine 
and/or incarceration that would have ordinarily been imposed. Such program of public 
service may be utilized in the implementation of the provisions of Section 99-19-20, and 
public service work thereunder may be supervised by persons other than the sheriff.  

(3) The municipal judge may solemnize marriages, take oaths, affidavits and 
acknowledgments, and issue orders, subpoenas, summonses, citations, warrants for 
search and arrest upon a finding of probable cause, and other such process under seal of 
the court to any county or municipality, in a criminal case, to be executed by the lawful 
authority of the county or the municipality of the respondent, and enforce obedience 
thereto. The absence of a seal shall not invalidate the process.  

(4) When a person shall be charged with an offense in municipal court punishable by 
confinement, the municipal judge, being satisfied that such person is an indigent person 
and is unable to employ counsel, may, in the discretion of the court, appoint counsel from 
the membership of the Mississippi Bar residing in his county who shall represent him. 
Compensation for appointed counsel in criminal cases shall be approved and allowed by 
the municipal judge and shall be paid by the municipality. The maximum compensation 
shall not exceed Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) for any one (1) case. The governing 
authorities of a municipality may, in their discretion, appoint a public defender(s) who 
must be a licensed attorney and who shall receive a salary to be fixed by the governing 
authorities.  

(5) The municipal judge of any municipality is hereby authorized to suspend the sentence 
and to suspend the execution of the sentence, or any part thereof, on such terms as may 
be imposed by the municipal judge. However, the suspension of imposition or execution 
of a sentence hereunder may not be revoked after a period of two (2) years. The 
municipal judge shall have the power to establish and operate a probation program, 
dispute resolution program and other practices or procedures appropriate to the judiciary 
and designed to aid in the administration of justice. Any such program shall be 



established by the court with written policies and procedures filed with the clerk of the 
court for public record.  

(6) Upon prior notice to the municipal prosecuting attorney and upon a showing in open 
court of rehabilitation, good conduct for a period of two (2) years since the last 
conviction in any court and that the best interest of society would be served, the court 
may, in its discretion, order the record of conviction of a person of any or all 
misdemeanors in that court expunged, and upon so doing the said person thereafter 
legally stands as though he had never been convicted of the said misdemeanor(s) and may 
lawfully so respond to any query of prior convictions. This order of expunction does not 
apply to the confidential records of law enforcement agencies and has no effect on the 
driving record of a person maintained under Title 63, Mississippi Code of 1972, or any 
other provision of said Title 63.  

(7) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (6) of this section, a person who was 
convicted in municipal court of a misdemeanor before reaching his twenty-third birthday, 
excluding conviction for a traffic violation, and who is a first offender, may utilize the 
provisions of Section 99-19-71, to expunge such misdemeanor conviction.  

(8) In the discretion of the court, a plea of nolo contendere may be entered to any charge 
in municipal court. Upon the entry of a plea of nolo contendere the court shall convict the 
defendant of the offense charged and shall proceed to sentence the defendant according to 
law. The judgment of the court shall reflect that the conviction was on a plea of nolo 
contendere. An appeal may be made from a conviction on a plea of nolo contendere as in 
other cases.  

(9) Upon execution of a sworn complaint charging a misdemeanor, the municipal court 
may, in its discretion and in lieu of an arrest warrant, issue a citation requiring the 
appearance of the defendant to answer the charge made against him. On default of 
appearance, an arrest warrant may be issued for the defendant. The clerk of the court or 
deputy clerk may issue such citations.  

(10) The municipal court shall have the power to make rules for the administration of the 
court's business, which rules, if any, shall be in writing filed with the clerk of the court.  

(11) The municipal court shall have the power to impose punishment of a fine of not 
more than One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) or six (6) months' imprisonment, or both, 
for contempt of court. The municipal court may have the power to impose reasonable 
costs of court, not in excess of the following:  

Dismissal of any affidavit, complaint or charge  

in municipal court $ 50.00  

Suspension of a minor's driver's license in lieu of  



conviction 50.00  

Service of scire facias or return "not found" 20.00  

Causing search warrant to issue or causing prosecution  

without reasonable cause or refusing to cooperate  

after initiating action 100.00  

Certified copy of the court record 5.00  

Service of arrest warrant for failure to answer  

citation or traffic summons 25.00  

Jail cost per day 10.00  

Any other item of court cost 50.00  

No filing fee or such cost shall be imposed for the bringing of an action in municipal 
court.  

(12) A municipal court judge shall not dismiss a criminal case but may transfer the case 
to the justice court of the county if the municipal court judge is prohibited from presiding 
over the case by the Canons of Judicial Conduct and provided that venue and jurisdiction 
are proper in the justice court. Upon transfer of any such case, the municipal court judge 
shall give the municipal court clerk a written order to transmit the affidavit or complaint 
and all other records and evidence in the court's possession to the justice court by 
certified mail or to instruct the arresting officer to deliver such documents and records to 
the justice court. There shall be no court costs charged for the transfer of the case to the 
justice court.  

(13) A municipal court judge shall expunge the record of any case in which an arrest was 
made, the person arrested was released and the case was dismissed or the charges were 
dropped or there was no disposition of such case.  

SOURCES: Codes, 1892, Sec. 3001; 1906, Secs. 3398, 3399; Hemingway's 1917, Secs. 
5926-5929; 1930, Secs. 2535-2537; 1942, Secs. 3374-103, 3374-104; Laws, 1910, ch. 
169; 1936, ch. 276; 1950, ch. 491, Secs. 103, 104; 1958, ch. 517, Secs. 1, 2; 1960, ch. 
424; 1976, ch. 312; 1979, ch. 401, Sec. 4; 1987, ch. 380, Sec. 1; 1988, ch. 564, Sec. 1, eff 
from and after July 1, 1988. Laws, 1991, ch. 322, Sec. 1; 1996, ch. 454, Sec. 1, eff from 
and after July 2, 1996. 1997 Laws, Chapter 417, Sec. 1, HB1258, Effective July 1, 1997. 
Amended by Laws 2000, Ch. 619, Sec. 1, HB1104, eff. July 1, 2000.  



 
 

SEC. 99-15-26. Dismissal of action upon successful completion of certain court-
imposed conditions.  

(1)  In all criminal cases, felony and misdemeanor, other than crimes against the person, 
the circuit or county court shall be empowered, upon the entry of a plea of guilty by a 
criminal defendant, to withhold acceptance of the plea and sentence thereon pending 
successful completion of such conditions as may be imposed by the court pursuant to 
subsection (2) of this section.  In all misdemeanor criminal cases, other than crimes 
against the person, the justice or municipal court shall be empowered, upon the entry of a 
plea of guilty by a criminal defendant, to withhold acceptance of the plea and sentence 
thereon pending successful completion of such conditions as may be imposed by the 
court pursuant to subsection (2) of this section.  No person having previously qualified 
under the provisions of this section or having ever been convicted of a felony shall be 
eligible to qualify for release in accordance with this section.  A person shall not be 
eligible to qualify for release in accordance with this section if such person has been 
charged (a) with an offense pertaining to the sale, barter, transfer, manufacture, 
distribution or dispensing of a controlled substance, or the possession with intent to sell, 
barter, transfer, manufacture, distribute or dispense a controlled substance, as provided in 
Section 41-29-139(a)(1), Mississippi Code of 1972, except for a charge under said 
provision when the controlled substance involved is one (1) ounce or less of marihuana; 
(b) with an offense pertaining to the possession of one (1) kilogram or more of marihuana 
as provided in Section 41-29-139(c)(2)(D), Mississippi Code of 1972; or (c) with an 
offense under the Mississippi Implied Consent Law.  

(2) (a)  Conditions which the circuit, county, justice or municipal court may impose under 
subsection (1) of this section shall consist of:  

              (i)  Reasonable restitution to the victim of the crime.  

              (ii)  Performance of not more than nine hundred sixty (960) hours of public 
service work approved by the court.  

              (iii)  Payment of a fine not to exceed the statutory limit.  

              (iv)  Successful completion of drug, alcohol, psychological or psychiatric 
treatment or any combination thereof if the court deems such treatment necessary.  

              (v)  The circuit or county court, in its discretion, may require the defendant to 
remain in the program subject to good behavior for a period of time not to exceed five (5) 
years.  The justice or municipal court, in its discretion, may require the defendant to 
remain in the program subject to good behavior for a period of time not to exceed two (2) 
years.  



          (b)  Conditions which the circuit or county court may impose under subsection (1) 
of this section also include successful completion of a regimented inmate discipline 
program.  

(3)  When the court has imposed upon the defendant the conditions set out in this section, 
the court shall release the bail bond, if any.  

(4)  Upon successful completion of the court-imposed conditions permitted by subsection 
(2) of this section, the court shall direct that the cause be dismissed and the case be 
closed.  

(5)  Upon petition therefor, the court shall expunge the record of any case in which an 
arrest was made, the person arrested was released and the case was dismissed or the 
charges were dropped or there was no disposition of such case.  

(6)  This section shall take effect and be in force from and after March 31, 1983.  

SOURCES: Laws, 1983, ch. 446, Secs. 1-4; 1987, ch. 364; 1989, ch. 565, Sec. 2, eff 
from and after July 1, 1989. Laws, 1996, ch. 391, Sec. 1, eff from and after July 1, 1996; 
1996, ch. 454, Sec. 3; Laws, 2003, ch. 557, § 2, SB 2306; Laws, 2004, ch. 455, § 1, HB 
473, eff from and after July 1, 2004.  

  

 
 

SEC. 67-3-70. Purchase of light wine or beer by person under age of 21; penalties; 
expungement of conviction.  

(1)  Except as otherwise provided by Section 67-3-54, any person under the age of 
twenty-one (21) years who purchases or possesses any light wine or beer shall be guilty 
of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction shall be punished by a fine of not less than Two 
Hundred Dollars ($200.00) nor more than Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) and a sentence 
to not more than thirty (30) days' community service.  

(2)  Any person under the age of twenty-one (21) years who falsely states he is twenty-
one (21) years of age or older or presents any document that indicates he is twenty-one 
(21) years of age or older for the purpose of purchasing or possessing any light wine or 
beer shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction shall be punished by a fine of 
not less than Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) nor more than Five Hundred Dollars 
($500.00) and * * * a sentence to not more than thirty (30) days community service.  

(3)  Except as otherwise provided by Section 67-3-54, any person who knowingly 
purchases light wine or beer for, or gives or makes available light wine or beer to a 
person under the age of twenty-one (21) years, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon 



conviction shall be punished by a fine of not less than Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) 
nor more than Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) and * * * a sentence to not more than 
thirty (30) days community service.  

(4)  The term "community service" as used in this section shall mean work, projects or 
services for the benefit of the community assigned, supervised and recorded by 
appropriate public officials.  

(5) If a person under the age of twenty-one (21) years is convicted or enters a plea of 
guilty of violating subsection (1) or subsection (2) of this section, the trial judge, in lieu 
of the penalties otherwise provided under this section, shall suspend the minor's driver's 
license by taking and keeping it in the custody of the court for a period of time not to 
exceed ninety (90) days.  The judge so ordering the suspension shall enter upon his 
docket "DEFENDANT'S DRIVER'S LICENSE SUSPENDED FOR ____ DAYS IN 
LIEU OF CONVICTION" and such action by the trial judge shall not constitute a 
conviction.  During the period that the minor's driver's license is suspended, the trial 
judge shall suspend the imposition of any fines or penalties that may be imposed under 
this section and may place the minor on probation subject to such conditions as the judge 
deems appropriate.  If the minor violates any of the conditions of probation, then the trial 
judge shall return the driver's license to the minor and impose the fines, penalties, or 
both, that he would have otherwise imposed, and such action shall constitute a 
conviction.  

(6)  Any person who has been charged with a violation of subsections (1) or (2) of this 
section may, not sooner than one (1) year after the dismissal and discharge or completion 
of any sentence and/or payment of any fine, apply to the court for an order to expunge 
from all official records all recordation relating to his arrest, trial, finding or plea of 
guilty, and dismissal and discharge.  If the court determines that such person was 
dismissed and the proceedings against him discharged or that such person had 
satisfactorily served his sentence and/or paid his fine, it shall enter such order.  

SOURCES: Laws, 1985, ch. 431, Sec. 3; Laws, 2002, ch. 570, § 5, SB 2890, eff from 
and after passage (approved Apr. 11, 2002).  

 

 

SEC. 43-21-159. Transfer of cases from other courts.  

(1)  When a person appears before a court other than the youth court, and it is determined 
that the person is a child under jurisdiction of the youth court, such court shall, unless the 
jurisdiction of the offense has been transferred to such court as provided in this chapter, 
or unless the child has previously been the subject of a transfer from the youth court to 
the circuit court for trial as an adult and was convicted, immediately dismiss the 
proceeding without prejudice and forward all documents pertaining to the cause to the 



youth court; and all entries in permanent records shall be expunged.  The youth court 
shall have the power to order and supervise the expunction or the destruction of such 
records in accordance with Section 43-21-265.  Upon petition therefor, the youth court 
shall expunge the record of any case within its jurisdiction in which an arrest was made, 
the person arrested was released and the case was dismissed or the charges were dropped 
or there was no disposition of such case.  In cases where the child is charged with a 
hunting or fishing violation or a traffic violation whether it be any state or federal law, a 
violation of the Mississippi Implied Consent Law,or municipal ordinance or county 
resolution or where the child is charged with a violation of Section 67-3-70, the 
appropriate criminal court shall proceed to dispose of the same in the same manner as for 
other adult offenders and it shall not be necessary to transfer the case to the youth court 
of the county. Unless the cause has been transferred, or unless the child has previously 
been the subject of a transfer from the youth court to the circuit court for trial as an adult, 
except for violations under the Implied Consent Law, and was convicted, the youth court 
shall have power on its own motion to remove jurisdiction from any criminal court of any 
offense including a hunting or fishing violation, a traffic violation, or a violation of 
Section 67-3-70, committed by a child in a matter under the jurisdiction of the youth 
court and proceed therewith in accordance with the provisions of this chapter.  

(2)  After conviction and sentence of any child by any other court having original 
jurisdiction on a misdemeanor charge, and within the time allowed for an appeal of such 
conviction and sentence, the youth court of the county shall have the full power to stay 
the execution of the sentence and to release the child on good behavior or on other order 
as the youth court may see fit to make unless the child has previously been the subject of 
a transfer from the youth court to the circuit court for trial as an adult and was convicted.  
When a child is convicted of a misdemeanor and is committed to, incarcerated in or 
imprisoned in a jail or other place of detention by a criminal court having proper 
jurisdiction of such charge, such court shall notify the youth court judge or the judge's 
designee of the conviction and sentence prior to the commencement of such 
incarceration.  The youth court shall have the power to order and supervise the 
destruction of any records involving children maintained by the criminal court in 
accordance with Section 43-21-265.  However, the youth court shall have the power to 
set aside a judgment of any other court rendered in any matter over which the youth court 
has exclusive original jurisdiction, to expunge or destroy the records thereof in 
accordance with Section 43-21-265, and to order a refund of fines and costs.  

(3)  Nothing in subsection (1) or (2) shall apply to a youth who has a pending charge or a 
conviction for any crime over which circuit court has original jurisdiction.  

(4)  In any case wherein the defendant is a child as defined in this chapter and of which 
the circuit court has original jurisdiction, the circuit judge, upon a finding that it would be 
in the best interest of such child and in the interest of justice, may at any stage of the 
proceedings prior to the attachment of jeopardy transfer such proceedings to the youth 
court for further proceedings unless the child has previously been the subject of a transfer 
from the youth court to the circuit court for trial as an adult and was convicted or has 
previously been convicted of a crime which was in original circuit court jurisdiction, and 



the youth court shall, upon acquiring jurisdiction, proceed as provided in this chapter for 
the adjudication and disposition of delinquent child proceeding proceedings.  If the case 
is not transferred to the youth court and the youth is convicted of a crime by any circuit 
court, the trial judge shall sentence the youth as though such youth was an adult.  The 
circuit court shall not have the authority to commit such child to the custody of the 
Department of Youth Services for placement in a state-supported training school.  

(5)  In no event shall a court sentence an offender over the age of eighteen (18) to the 
custody of the Division of Youth Services for placement in a state-supported training 
school.  

(6)  When a child's driver's license is suspended by the youth court for any reason, the 
clerk of the youth court shall report the suspension, without a court order under Section 
43-21-261, to the Commissioner of Public Safety in the same manner as such suspensions 
are reported in cases involving adults.  

(7)  No offense involving the use or possession of a firearm by a child who has reached 
his fifteenth birthday and which, if committed by an adult would be a felony, shall be 
transferred to the youth court.  

SOURCES: Laws, 1979, ch. 506, Sec. 19; 1980, ch. 550, Sec. 7; 1983, ch. 435, Sec. 9; 
1985, ch. 431, Sec. 5; 1986, ch. 467, Sec. 2, eff from and after October 1, 1986. Laws, 
1994, ch. 595, Sec. 3; 1996, ch. 454, Sec. 2, eff from and after July 2, 1996; 1996, ch. 
527, Sec. 17; Laws, 2003, ch. 557, § 1, SB 2306, eff from and after passage (approved 
Apr. 24, 2003).  

 

 

 

 

SEC. 45-27-9. Submission of data to center by criminal justice agencies.  

(1) All criminal justice agencies within the state shall submit to the center fingerprints, 
descriptions, photographs (when specifically requested), and other identifying data on 
persons who have been lawfully arrested or taken into custody in this state for all felonies 
and * * * misdemeanors as described in Section 45-27-7(2)(a). It shall be the duty of all 
chiefs of police, sheriffs, district attorneys, courts, court clerks, judges, parole and 
probation officers, wardens or other persons in charge of correctional institutions in this 
state to furnish the center with any other data deemed necessary by the center to carry out 
its responsibilities under this chapter.  



(2) All persons in charge of law enforcement agencies shall obtain, or cause to be 
obtained, fingerprints according to the fingerprint system of identification established by 
the Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, full face and profile photographs (if 
equipment is available) and other available identifying data, of each person arrested or 
taken into custody for an offense of a type designated in subsection (1) of this section, of 
all persons arrested or taken into custody as fugitives from justice and of all unidentified 
human corpses in their jurisdictions, but photographs need not be taken if it is known that 
photographs of the type listed, taken within the previous year, are on file. Any record 
taken in connection with any person arrested or taken into custody and subsequently 
released without charge or cleared of the offense through court proceedings shall be 
purged from the files of the center and destroyed upon receipt by the center of a lawful 
expunction order. All persons in charge of law enforcement agencies shall submit to the 
center detailed descriptions of arrests or takings into custody which result in release 
without charge or subsequent exoneration from criminal liability within twenty-four (24) 
hours of such release or exoneration.  

(3) Fingerprints and other identifying data required to be taken under subsection (2) shall 
be forwarded within twenty-four (24) hours after taking for filing and classification, but 
the period of twenty-four (24) hours may be extended to cover any intervening holiday or 
weekend. Photographs taken shall be forwarded at the discretion of the agency 
concerned, but, if not forwarded, the fingerprint record shall be marked "Photo 
Available" and the photographs shall be forwarded subsequently if the center so requests.  

(4) All persons in charge of law enforcement agencies shall submit to the center detailed 
descriptions of arrest warrants and related identifying data immediately upon 
determination of the fact that the warrant cannot be served for the reasons stated. If the 
warrant is subsequently served or withdrawn, the law enforcement agency concerned 
must immediately notify the center of such service or withdrawal. Also, the agency 
concerned must annually, no later than January 31 of each year and at other times if 
requested by the center, confirm all such arrest warrants which continue to be 
outstanding. Upon receipt of a lawful expunction order, the center shall purge and destroy 
files of all data relating to an offense when an individual is subsequently exonerated from 
criminal liability of that offense. The center shall not be liable for the failure to purge, 
destroy or expunge any records if an agency or court fails to forward to the center proper 
documentation ordering such action.  

(5) All persons in charge of state correctional institutions shall obtain fingerprints, 
according to the fingerprint system of identification established by the Director of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation or as otherwise directed by the center, and full face and 
profile photographs of all persons received on commitment to such institutions. The 
prints so taken shall be forwarded to the center, together with any other identifying data 
requested, within ten (10) days after the arrival at the institution of the person committed. 
At the time of release, the institution will again obtain fingerprints, as before, and 
forward them to the center within ten (10) days, along with any other related information 
requested by the center. The institution shall notify the center immediately upon the 
release of such person.  



(6) All persons in charge of law enforcement agencies, all court clerks, all municipal 
justices where they have no clerks, all justice court judges and all persons in charge of 
state and county probation and parole offices, shall supply the center with the information 
described in subsections (4) and (10) of this section on the basis of the forms and 
instructions to be supplied by the center.  

(7) All persons in charge of law enforcement agencies in this state shall furnish the center 
with any other identifying data required in accordance with guidelines established by the 
center. All law enforcement agencies and correctional institutions in this state having 
criminal identification files shall cooperate in providing the center with copies of such 
items in such files which will aid in establishing the nucleus of the state criminal 
identification file.  

(8) All law enforcement agencies within the state shall report to the center, in a manner 
prescribed by the center, all persons wanted by and all vehicles and identifiable property 
stolen from their jurisdictions. The report shall be made as soon as is practical after the 
investigating department or agency either ascertains that a vehicle or identifiable property 
has been stolen or obtains a warrant for an individual's arrest or determines that there are 
reasonable grounds to believe that the individual has committed a crime.  The report shall 
be made within a reasonable time period following the reporting department's or agency's 
determination that it has grounds to believe that a vehicle or property was stolen or that 
the wanted person should be arrested.  

(9) All law enforcement agencies in the state shall immediately notify the center if at any 
time after making a report as required by subsection (8) of this section it is determined by 
the reporting department or agency that a person is no longer wanted or that a vehicle or 
property stolen has been recovered. Furthermore, if the agency making such 
apprehension or recovery is not the one which made the original report, then it shall 
immediately notify the originating agency of the full particulars relating to such 
apprehension or recovery using methods prescribed by the center.  

(10) All law enforcement agencies in the state and clerks of the various courts shall 
promptly report to the center all instances where records of convictions of criminals are 
ordered expunged by courts of this state as now provided by law. The center shall 
promptly expunge from the files of the center and destroy all records pertaining to any 
convictions that are ordered expunged by the courts of this state as provided by law.  

(11) The center shall not be held liable for the failure to purge, destroy or expunge 
records if an agency or court fails to forward to the center proper documentation ordering 
such action.  

SOURCES: Laws,  1980, ch. 555, § 5; reenacted, 1983, ch. 381, § 5; Laws, 2001, ch. 
500, § 17, SB 2986, eff from and after July 1, 2001.  

 


